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V Ngalwana (Adjudicator), N Jeram (Deputy Adjudicator), C Nkuhlu (Snr Assistant Adjudicator), L Shrosbree (Snr Assistant Adjudicator), 

           Please quote our reference: PFA/FS/4160/2005/NVC 
 

 
Re: DETERMINATION IN TERMS OF SECTION 30M OF THE PENSION 

FUNDS ACT 24 of 1956 (“the Act”): G P Thamae v Mines 1970 
Provident Fund (“the fund”) 

 
Introduction  
 
[1] Your complaint concerns the value of the withdrawal benefit paid by the 

fund. The complaint was received by this office on 4 July 2005 and a letter 
acknowledging receipt thereof sent to you on 7 July 2005. On the same 
date a letter was dispatched to the respondent giving it until 28 July 2005 
to file a response to the complaint. The fund requested an extension in its 
letter dated 25 July 2005. A response dated 17 August 2005 was received 
on 25 August 2005. On 16 February 2006 the response was sent to your 
representative, Mr Q Norval at Leza LegalWise in Bloemfontein, for a reply 
by 3 March 2006. No reply has been received. Further information was 
requested from the respondent on 16 May 2006, by 23 May 2006. On this 
date we received the required information. After considering the written 
submissions before me, I consider it unnecessary to hold a hearing in this 
matter. As the facts are well-known to the parties, I shall not burden this 
determination by repeating them here. My determination and reasons 
therefor appear below.  

 
 
 
Complaint 
 
[3] You are unhappy about receiving only R1 000 from the fund, on 21 June 

2004, after working on the mines from 1979 to 1991. You ask that this 
tribunal assist you. 
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Response by the fund  
 
[4] The fund states that you became a member of the fund on 13 October 

1981, in your capacity as a surface employee, and when you commenced 
to work underground on 30 April 1983, you were no longer eligible to be a 
member of the fund. You ceased to be a member of the fund at that time.  

 
[5] The fund says that over your period of employment of 19 months you 

contributed at the monthly rate of R2.50 and in total contributed R47.50 to 
the fund and the employer contributed at the monthly rate of R4.00, 
totaling R76.00. The total contributions made were R123.50. This amount, 
with interest, and less tax of R152.32, came to R1 630.41.The fund also 
says that the benefit due to you for service from 1981 to 1983 remained 
unclaimed until 28 May 2004, when the fund received your application for 
benefits. A benefit of R1 630.41, which included interest, was paid to you 
on 9 July 2004. You did not again become a member of the fund after 
1983.  

 
[6] The fund learnt during its investigations that from about 19 August 1989 to 

28 June 1991 you were a member of the Mineworkers Provident Fund, 
with whom, it understands, you have an unclaimed benefit. This fund is 
administered by Lekana Employee Benefits Solutions (whose contact 
details appear at the foot of this letter).  

 
Determination and reasons therefor 
 
[7] In our letter dated 16  February  2006,  addressed  to your  representative,  

Mr Q Norval, of Leza LegalWise, we made the suggestion that you contact 
Lekana Employee Benefits, in order to enquire about the alleged 
unclaimed benefits held in the Mineworkers Provident Fund.  

 
[8] If you have not done so already, I suggest you contact Lekana Employee 

Benefits, in order to claim benefits which may be held in your name, with 
that administrator. 

 
[9] From the evidence I am satisfied that the fund has made payment to you 

in respect of your membership with the fund until 1983. 
 
[10] The file is hereby closed.  
 
Dated at Cape Town on this the               day of                                  2006.  
 
Yours faithfully 
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Vuyani Ngalwana 
Pension Funds Adjudicator 
 
   
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 


